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I. COMMENTARY
Recent events in the middle east and recurring threats of oil shortage again remind us of possible
gas lines and even higher fuel prices. It is well for storm chasers to reflect, while they can, on
their good fortune to have chased during the 70's (most started in the early part of that decade).
These are the "good old days" we're living through now, and that -someday- we'll look back on with
nostalgia. We may plan to chase forever, like we plan to live forever, but that will not be. Whether
due to inflated fuel prices, family or other considerations, these chase years will eventually pass.
But, one thing is certain. Those who shared them will never forget them.
(Correction: The last issue of ST was prepared late at night and the COMMENTARY section inadvertently
reported two Grand Island tornadoes "that were counter-clockwise." This should have read
"clockwise.")
II. ROSTER
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IV. CAMERA TIPS
FUNNEL FUNNIES:

Fact_X_
Offering to the Storm Gods

Fiction___

Have you ever had one of those chases where you blast out on the highway to get to that fast-moving
dryline bulge position only to find that the Cb's refuse to rotate when they finally get going? Sure, any
experienced chaser has had this experience. But is there anything you can do, besides complain, to tempt
Mother Nature into getting those Cb's spinning and doing their "thing" for your camera?
I recently had this advice related to me by a veteran storm chaser. He says it's a surefire trick that
works every (well, nearly every) time! The key to it is that even Storm Gods can't resist the offer of
junk food.
On a recent storm pursuit, this chaser blasted up Interstate 44 to get into the "target" area of
northeastern Oklahoma. When he and his companions finally caught up to the newly developed storms, they
realized that something was wrong. "This stuff just ain't gonna deliver." So, they wheeled into the first
7-11 they could find up the road; the philosophy being: When all else fails, eat! At least that way the
chase wouldn't be a total loss. After making their purchases, the chaser and his comrades shuffled out
into the parking lot, observing to the east the lifeless cell that they had earlier been pursuing. "Show
it your fried pie, wave that chocolate bar at it. Here's my Coke, "he exclaimed, holding his paper cup
defiantly in the air in a taunting gesture. Within minutes, the cumulus towers hardened, then exploded
like an atomic mushroom cloud, and "began rotating like mad." "This is really wild," exclaimed the chasers
and off they went in hot pursuit. Well, their storm did slow down in its forward motion long enough to
back-build and produce a damaging wind circulation beneath its bulbous, flanking cloud base. But, partly
because of uncooperative roads and partly due to disbelief at the remarkable recovery the storm had made
moments earlier, the chasers were unable to get into good viewing position. They were unable to catch up
with the storm again, and darkness soon fell.
The moral to this story: Be prepared to "feed" your storms. Remember, the best way to a storm's heart
(i.e. updraft) --is through its (?) ...stomach.
-- Randy Zipser

V. TRAVEL TIPS

[by David Hoadley]

Storm chasers may want to consider safeguarding themselves against personal liability claims from
their passengers -or relatives acting on their behalf (who may not be as understanding), resulting
from storm related accidents. On each chase, the driver is introducing his or her passenger to
hazards not normally faced by most people.

I did this for the Chicago Tribune reporter who traveled with me this spring. The following are two
ways of doing this, through a short form or a (preferred) long form.

- - Next issue is the annual poetry one. Please send your favorites for possible inclusion therein.
Also, send along any appropriate contribution to the newsletter. At this time, I’m just about out of
material from readers for future articles. Other chasers and I lok forward to hearing from YOU!

